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REGIONAL ROAD PACKAGE 

491. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the $55 million regional road package that was announced by the minister today, including more than 
$9 million for roads in my electorate. 

(1) What roads will be upgraded, particularly those in the Pilbara? 

(2) How will this improve road safety? 

(3) How will this make up for the lack of investment in regional roads by the previous Liberal–National 
government? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for Pilbara for that question. Of course, remember the former member for Pilbara’s 

stance on roads in regional WA. He did not believe royalties for regions should fund roads in regional 
WA. That is what he said. That is why we saw — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for North West Central. 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: That was your third call to order, and I am on my feet. It is your last warning, member for 
North West Central. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We have had a focus on funding for roads throughout regional WA, and of course throughout 
WA. It was with great pleasure when we renegotiated the $2.3 billion in funding, in particular the $1.8 billion for 
the Perth Freight Link. We actually reallocated funds for regional roads in WA. That is what we did. We took 
$44 million from the Perth Freight Link project and redirected it to regional roads. Of course, we have 
supplemented that with another $11 million, to announce a $55 million road package today. That is on top of the 
Western Australian Local Government Association agreement, it is on top of our election commitments, and it is 
on top of the funds allocated through the road trauma trust account primarily. We made a massive effort in focusing 
on regional WA. 

It was with great pleasure that I was there with my friend Darren Chester, the federal Minister for Infrastructure 
and Transport. We have had a constructive relationship, making sure that we introduce measures and initiatives to 
support regional WA. The road projects include improvements to South Western Highway, Railway Road and 
Indian Ocean Drive. Of course, the first announcement that we made was $7 million for four overtaking lanes on 
Indian Ocean Drive. There is $1.5 million for Goldfields Highway and $1.5 million for Great Northern Highway; 
there is funding for Albany–Lake Grace Road and Chester Pass Road; and there is $2 million for North West 
Coastal Highway, $4 million for Great Northern Highway and $2 million for North West Coastal Highway. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Yes—we read the media release. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is great that the member for Scarborough has done some research! She has read the media 
release! That will be the first time in six months! 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, it is not your call; it is the minister’s. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: This is yet another commitment to working to achieve outcomes in the city and in the regions. 
These initiatives will support road safety across the state. I am very glad to be working with the Minister for 
Road Safety to see what we can do to work together to improve road safety and to inject more funds into roads in 
regional WA. 
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